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How to Use this Book

While we do offer ocarina tablature in this book for the budding musicians, we know that you may eventually
wish to expand on your music skills. The easiest way to do this is by learning to read music notation. Reading
music is both fun and easy, and with a little practice, you will be able to read and play any music you can find!

Notes and Staff

The fundamentals of music are based on pitch (which sounds to play) and duration (how long to hold each
sound). In Western music, we have 7 fundamental pitches known as the musical alphabet: A-B-C-D-E-F-G.
These pitches are notated on what is called a staff (five horizontal lines).
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The duration of each pitch is represented by Notes.
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Here are how the notes compare:
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Rests

Sometimes there will be pauses in the music, which also must be notated. Just as notes tell you how long to
hold each pitch, Rests are used to tell how long each pause will be.
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Dotted-Notes and Ties

When you see a dot placed after a note or rest, this increases the time you hold it by half. The Tie _, connects

two notes of the same pitch together. J _ J VJ J ) J vﬁ YO ‘]\/-7

Accidentals and Key Signatures

Accidentals are pitches which are raised or lowered by a semitone, the smallest interval in music.
A sharp sign (#) next to a note raises it by a semitone. The flat sign ( b ) lowers it by a semitone. Finally, the

natural sign ( B cancels out any sharp or flat that precedes it. These are only observed in the measure which

they appear, and return to their original pitch in the following measure. When accidentals appear at the
beginning of the music, this is called a key signature. These are observed throughout the entire song.
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Measures

Measures, also known as bars, are used to measure a specific amount of notes (beats/pulses) according to a
Time Signature. Each measure is separated by a bar line dividing the staff, but there are several types.

Measures Repeat Signs Double Line Double Bar

Divided by Bar Line Repeat section Section Ending Closing/Finale



Time Signatures

Time Signatures show you how many notes there are per measure. The top number shows how many beats
there are (e.g.: 4 = 1-2-3-4 or 3 = 1-2-3), while the bottom number shows the kind of note (4 = quarter note; 8
= eighth note).
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Repeats and Endings

Many songs have melodies or sections that repeat multiple times. To make the music easier to read and to save
space on each page, you will see several of the following symbols throughout this book.

Jump to Coda sign First Ending Second Ending  Back to beginning, then play until “To Coda”
To Coda | 1. 2. D.C. al Coda $‘/Coda Sign

o

Step 1: Play through first 4 measures, ignoring “to Coda”, and into the first ending. Play until Repeat sign.
Step 2: Repeat from beginning, ignoring “to Coda”, but skip first ending and play second ending.

Step 3: Play until double line, then observe “D.C. al Coda”. Jump back to the beginning.

Step 4: Play first two measures, then observe “To Coda”, jumping to the final measure and ending the song.



Angels We Have Heard on High

| | | | | |
[ [ ] [ [ [ [
| | ‘C ‘1 | | | \
[ [
I I

]
@ ]

Frr rPe eeem cee

An -gels we have heard on high, sweet -ly sing -ing  o'er the plains,

gﬁb

And the moun-tains in re - ply, e - cho-ing their joy - ous strains.
,'i?n'b 2 .
o 1
0 - -
e | - - ‘
&> e —» —i2 —
B —
oJ
?? ??f? T o
- - ex - cel - sis De - o!

www.SongbirdOcarina.com



Auld Lang Syne
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Blue Christmas
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Christmas Time is Here
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Away in a Manger
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Deck the Halls
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The First Noel

D>

)] ﬁ ] } |
J—d i
The - Flrst - 1, - n - gels d1d
field h - th 1 - k - th,
) r-} ields where ey ay | ef:p ing their
H—e—e—r —

T T e =

cer -tain poor shep - herds in ﬁelds as they lay. In

sheep, On a cold win - ter's night - that was - so  deep. No -
2 — | — | |
[ fan \ | = =D
\J/ o

1;???????

5 o ??? T @

- el!

té

| JRNE

www.SongbirdOcarina.com



Frosty the Snowman
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Greensleeves (What Child is This)
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Joy to the World
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Jingle Bells
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Jolly Old Saint Nicholas
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O Come, All Ye Faithful
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Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer

o —

ceeew T ?????? >

To Coda

\
\ A } \
|

N>

%7?1'1"? co e

*b_

??????§>v??¢¢??

¢}

N>

St ?Cac;v;??? P PP
W@—P—d—.‘ |

[
|
K

e ?????? P

www.SongbirdOcarina.com




Santa Clause is Coming to Town
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Silent Night
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We Three Kings
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We Wish You a Merry Christmas
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